Session 3: Impact from involvement
The third webinar in this series focused on impact from public involvement in research. It was hosted and chaired by ARC South West Peninsula (PenARC), with an engaging presentation by ARC North Thames PPI lead Will Lammons and public contributor Raj Mehta. Dr Stan Papoulias from ARC South London facilitated the discussion.
Attendees came from a variety of expertise backgrounds:
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Will and Raj presented findings from their review of impact from PPI: covering all aspects of impact including those on research itself, and those on people involved (researcher and public members). 
The presentation was well received and generated a wide-ranging discussion
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Some people expressed concern that ‘impact’ needs to be considered in a nuanced way and how it is tracked should depend on the nature of the project. Examples from the chat include: 
· “Which impacts are prioritised needs unpacking. Not raw metrics! Impact on and for contributors, which can be longer to emerge and harder to quantify.”

· “There is value though in noting and feeding back on some of the difference made by involvement, on a provisional basis (since this may keep changing with time) - as well as ethical value in enabling diverse involvement and creating space for more research co-produced with or led by people with lived experience from underserved communities which tackle health inequalities”

· “We want to ensure the involvement is impactful but we don't want to shoehorn it into one size fits all, nor do we want the ethics of the process to be compromised”
One participant pointed out that PPI can have unexpected impact on the wider research environment. For example, some PPI members go on to train as researchers and thereby diversify the research workforce. 
We’d like to thank presenters, facilitators and everyone who contributed by participating in the webinar and in the discussion. If you have published research on PPI that you would be interested in presenting at a future seminar, please get in touch.
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